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YEAR 10 - 12 
STOMP OUT THE GAP 
TEACHER GUIDE 
 
LEARNING INTENTION 

 Students will: 
• �Inquire into the laws that were given to Indigenous people. 
• �Identify significant dates in Australia’s history, that are of relevance and significance to 

Indigenous people. 
• Develop an understanding of the current constitution and what it means for Indigenous 

people. 
• Understand the past mistreatments and injustices that Indigenous people have 

experienced. 
  

WHAT: knowledge and content 

AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM: ABORIGINAL AND  
TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER HISTORIES AND CULTURES  

Learning Areas – Humanities and Social Sciences - History 

• Background to the struggle of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples for rights and 
freedoms before 1965, including the 1938 Day of Mourning and the Stolen Generations 
(ACDSEH104) 

• The significance of the following for the civil rights of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples: 1962 right to vote federally; 1967 Referendum; Reconciliation; Mabo decision; 
Bringing Them Home Report (the Stolen Generations), the Apology (ACDSEH106) 

• The continuing nature of efforts to secure civil rights and freedoms in Australia and 
throughout the world, such as the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous peoples (2007) 
(ACDSEH143) 

How: preparation and resources  
What you will need to do prior to lessons: 

• Familiarise yourself with the Teacher Resource Overview document (provided) and have an 
understanding of Aboriginal Terms of Reference. 	

• Read through the lesson plan and the lesson objectives carefully. 	
• Familiarise yourself with the classroom resources and print enough for students. 	
• It is recommended any videos be watched prior to showing students. 	
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Why: skills and values 

By the end of this inquiry students should be able to:  

• Understand the mistreatments that Indigenous people faced and how those laws and acts 
impact Indigenous people today. 

• Identify significant dates of Australia’s history that are often not heard or mentioned in 
mainstream media. 

• Identify how students, as the next generation can help right the wrongs of the past.  
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LESSON PLAN 
 

TUNING IN 

This section of the class gives students the opportunity to activate their prior knowledge.  

• Begin by Acknowledging the Traditional Custodians: Ensure you have an understanding of 
the meaning and purpose of doing an Acknowledgement of Country (refer to the Teacher 
Resource Overview). 	

I would like to begin by acknowledging the traditional custodians of the Land on which we 
are meeting today, the ‘insert Clan name’ People of the ‘insert Traditional Country’ Nation. I 
would also like to pay my respects to their Elders both past and present. 	

Or 	

I would like to begin by acknowledging the traditional custodians of the Land on which we 
are meeting today. I would also like to pay my respects to the Elders past and present. 	

• Congeniality Circle: Form a Congeniality Circle (refer to Teacher Resource Overview). Write 
questions on the board to prompt Aboriginal Terms of Reference Introduction. 	

• Watch: Stan Grant speech ‘My people die young in this country’:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eA3UsF8yyho 
 

• Activate prior knowledge: Classroom discussion (please feel free to add or modify 
questions):  
- What do you know about Indigenous rights? 
- Who is Adam Goodes? Why was he at the attention of the nation? 
- What do we know about the mistreatments that Aboriginal people have endured? 
- Do you think Indigenous and non-Indigenous people have the same opportunities? 

Why/Why not? 
- What links and prior knowledge can you bring to this discussion?  

 

FINDING OUT 

Group Activity - break students into groups and give each group a question to research 
(Resource 1).   Give students a timeframe to answer the questions (20 mins is suggested). 
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SORTING OUT 

Come together as a class to discuss findings. Give each group the opportunity to present their 
findings to the class.  
 
Discuss how past mistreatment and injustice, that Indigenous people have experienced, has 
affected Indigenous people around Australia today. 
 
 
GOING FURTHER 

What is your Australian dream? 
 
• Watch: Martin Luther King Jr. ‘I have a dream’ speech:   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3vDWWy4CMhE 
 
• Class discussion: After watching, get students to relate this speech to the current situation 

and injustices in Australia.  
 

• Class activity: Invite students to write their own speech for their Australian dream. Give 
students a timeframe to write their speech (20-25 min is suggested). 
 

• Class discussion: Link the two videos of Stan Grant and Martin Luther King.  Encourage 
students to be the generation of change: their knowledge and understanding can create 
change in the future and help Australia to Stomp Out The Gap.  

MAKING CONCLUSIONS 
Students can present their ‘Australian Dream’ speeches to the rest of the class.  
  
TAKING ACTION 

Now the learning experience has come to an end, it’s important for students to reflect on a 
deeper level and make a commitment to take action. Discuss with students how they might 
take action in their classroom, school community and at home. 
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Resource 1 
 

QUESTIONS 

 
Activity: Break class into groups and give each group a question to focus on. Groups will present 
their findings to the class.  
Time frame: suggested 20 minutes 
 

1. What did martial law mean for Aboriginal people? How does this impact Aboriginal people 
today?  

2. What were the Laws and Acts inflicted upon Aboriginal people? When did these laws 
change? How does this impact Aboriginal people today?  

 
3. What is the Stolen Generation? What were the government policies at the time? 

 

4. Who is ‘Mungo Woman’?  What death rites were carried out for her?  
 

5. What was an Aboriginal Mission? Why were they established? How does this impact 
Aboriginal people today? 

 

 
 
 


